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Join Us in Dialogue on the Merits of
the Equality Model Law on Prostitution

What would the Equality Model Law look like in South Africa?
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Embrace is hosting a public engagement on the merits of the Equality Model
Law on adult prostitution. Speakers include survivors of the sex trade, the
Coalition Against Traff icking in Women International and the Coalition for the
Abolition of Prostitution International. 

We believe the Equality Model Law, also known as partial decriminalisation or
the Nordic Law, is the only coherent policy framework for addressing one of the
worst forms of gender based violence, targeting mostly women and girls. We
advocate for the abolition of the system of prostitution, which we see as
intricately linked to other systems of oppression like patriarchy, colonialism,
economic and racial oppression. 

Pioneered in Sweden in 1999, and also known as the Nordic Model, the Equality
Model Law targets the demand by penalising the buying of sex while
decriminalising those selling sex and supporting them to exit prostitution. ALL
other aspects of prostitution (like the buying of sex, pimping, brothel keeping
and sex traff icking) remain criminalised. In this way, the law shifts the burden of
accountability and stigma from those who are bought and sold in the
prostitution system, to those exploiting their vulnerability caused by economic
marginalisation, gender inequality and gender based violence. 

Since passing the Equality Model Law, Sweden has successfully halved street
prostitution and almost completely eliminated sex traff icking. A growing
number of countries are adopting and adapting the Equality Model Law,
including Iceland and Norway (2009), Northern Ireland (2014), Canada (2015),
France (2016), Ireland (2017) and Israel (2018). Other countries are looking at it,
including some states in the US. The dialogue will debate the suitability of the
Equality Model for South Africa, taking into account our specif ic context of high
levels of poverty, unemployment, inequality and gender based violence.
pioneered the Equality Model Law in 1999. Since then a number of countries are
adopting and adapting this model, including Norway (2009), Iceland (2009),
Northern Ireland (2014), Canada (2015), France (2016), Ireland (2017) and Israel
(2018). New York State and other countries are looking at it. This year it will be
five years since France adopted it. Come and hear about its impact on the
ground and share your views as we discuss how this law might work in South
Africa.
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